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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Economically the Novosibirsk region occupies the most
important position in Western Siberia. It stands at the
crossroads between the forests of the north, the open grain-
lands of the centre, the meadows of the river valleys and the
Altai, the cattle lands of the dry steppe of the south, and the
irrigated cotton- and fruit-producing regions of the Asiatic
republics. In the south-east, at the junction between lowland
and mountains, there are rich mineral resources and reserves
of water-power. To the east lies the timber and mineral
wealth of Central and Eastern Siberia; to the west, the great
industrial resources of the Urals.
There are excellent facilities for communications in both
lateral and longitudinal directions, so that the region is
well situated for the bringing together and exchange of the
products of farm and mine, and, unlike Eastern and Central
Siberia, life is not restricted to valleys and isolated steppe
'islands.'
In Tsarist times industry was very slightly developed. The
region was of importance mainly for its export of wheat and
butter, products which could be transported for fairly long
distances. Manufactured commodities had to be imported
from abroad or from other parts of Russia.
During ancient times the region around the Altai was the
point from which there took place a great dispersal of Mongol
and Tartar peoples. To-day it has become the focal point
for the industrial and agricultural development of a great
. part of Siberia and Asiatic Russia. With the increase in the
sown area and the number of cattle and pigs, and the conse-
quent expansion of the meat processing and packing industry,
Novosibirsk is becoming the Chicago of the U.S.S.R. Mech-
anization of farming has done much to overcome the shortage
of labour. It must be remembered, however, that the popu-
lation of the U.S.S.R. is growing rapidly, and this region is
able to absorb a large number of immigrants.
A great impetus to industrial development has been given
by the construction of the Turksib Railway, along which